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+ gw dine inducement to the 
publiſhing of the following diſ- 
courſe was; that the ſcheme, in favor 
of which it was compoſed and preach- 
od, might be more generally known; 
ind that they, who are diſpoſed to en- 
courage it, might be more fully in- 
formed of the plan upon which it is 
founded ; and of the rules, by which 
tis to be directed. With this view, 
a abſtract of the ſtatutes, by which 
the propoſed Aſſociation is to be re- 
zulated, is annexed : which, however, 
we not unalterable ; and it will be very 
andly taken, if any well-wiſhers to the 
heme, will point out any thing which 
ey apprehend might be altered, or 
added, for the better. The author is 
fully convinced that the deſign is a very 
audable one; and calculated to anſwer 
ty good purpoſes ; and will think 
himſelt 


(iv ) 
himſelf happy in contributing any 
thing towards its advancement. Hef 
begs leave, thus publicly, to return 
his moſt grateful acknowledgments tl 
thoſe who have expreſſed a readineſs 
to forward and ſupport it; and hopes 
it will be carried on in ſuch à man- 
ner as to merit their continued gene. 
rous regards. 


NEWCASTLE 
14th April, 1764. 


JAMES i. 27. 


Pure religion and undefiled before G O D 
and the FATHER is this —To viſit 
the fatherleſs and widows in their af- 
faction, and to keep himſelf unſpotted from 


the fleſh. 


-HOEVER firmly believeth 


that Gob is, muſt allow, 
alſo, that his approbation 
and favor are, of all things, the moſt 
deſirable and intereſting to intelligent, 
moral agents; as including all that ho- 
nor and happineſs which infinite power 
and perfect goodneſs, conducted by un- 
erring wiſdom, can confer: and, where 
ſuch a conviction is thoroughly eſta- 
bliſhed, it will be natural to inquire, how 
theſe may be moſt effectually obtained 
and ſecured. From the reſult of ſuch 
B an 


1 


an inquiry, evinced by ſubſequent cor- 
reſponding conduct, we may, with great 
probability, infer, whether they, Who 
are ſuppoſed to have made it, were 
guided by the principles of ſober rea- 
ſon and true religion; or by thoſe of 
folly, ſuperſtition, and enthuſiaſm : for, 
where men have endeavoured to re- 
commend themſelves to the DEITY by 
coſtly offerings, ritual performances, or 
unpreſcribed and inſignificant auſteri- 
ties, tis no way uncharitable to con- 
clude that they were under the influ- | 
ence of the latter ; as, on the contrary, 
where they have endeavoured to conci- | 
liate his eſteem by habitual and fervent 
piety, by cultivating a benevolent tem- 
per, by practiſing. goodneſs, and cauti- | 
ouſly abſtaining from thoſe luſts which | 
war againſt the ſoul, there is the fulleſt 
evidence that they were actuated by the 
former : and, whatever the prejudices of 
education, the impulſe of ſenſual appe- 


tite, or the artful inſinuations of de- 
ceiving 


CY 


ceiving men, may induce us to imagine, 

or believe, moſt certain it is, that we 
cannot be truly religious, nor accept- 

able in the fight of Gop, without a 
humane, compaſlionate, merciful diſ- 
poſition, and purity of heart and life. 
Theſe are eſſential and unalterable 
branches of natural religion : and, there- 

fore, we may be ſure, muſt enter into, 

and be required by, any /ub/equent diſ- 
penſations, of which the Gop of na- 

ture was the author. Accordingly, we 

find, that what was- principally required 

of the Jews, (though for wiſe ends, va- 

rious ceremonies were appointed) was, to 

do juſtly, and to love mercy, and to walk hum- Micah vi. 
bly with their Gop: and the doing of this 

is declared to be better, in itſelf, and 

more acceptable to the ALMIGHTY, than 
offering thouſands of rams, or ten thou- 

lands of rivers of oil. To relieve the Jai. i. 
oppreſſed, judge the fatherleſs, and plead . 
for the widow, are ſpecified as ſome of 

the faireſt indications, and the moſt 

B 2 


CY 
proper fruits, of repentance and refor- ; 
mation. Where ſacrifices were offered, 
or oblations preſented, without a good | 

diſpoſition, they, and the offerer, were f 
odious and abominable, in the ſight | 
Ii. 1xvi, Of the DEIT X He that killeth an ox, | 
3. ic as if he flew a man: he that ſacrificeth | 
a lamb, as if he cut off a dog's neck: he f 
that offereth an oblation, as if he offered | 
vine s blood : he that burneth incenſe, as if | 
he bleſſed an idol. And, under the more 
perfect diſpenſation of the Goſpel, | 

theſe things are utterly inſignificant ; 
nay, in fact, are totally aboliſhed ; and | 
religion reduced to its original, fim- | 
ple principles. Our Lord pronounced 
a certain ſcribe not far from the kingdom 
of heaven, for aſſerting the unity and 
unrivalled ſupremacy of Gor ; and that, 
for a man to love him with all the heart, 
Mark xii. and with all the underſtanding, and with all | 
33 34. the foul, and with all the ftrength, and hs 
neighbour as himſelf, is more than all whole 


burnt offerings and ſacrifices. And the 
* Apoſtle 
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Apoſtle James, in our text, (in per- 
{et conſiſtency with many other paſ- 
ages which might be added, both 
from the Goſpels and Epiſtles) makes 
jure religion and undefiled before GoD, who 
the untverſal parent, to conſiſt in viſiting 
the fatherleſs and widows in their affhction, 
and in keeping ourſelves unſpotted from the 


leb: in treating upon which, I ſhall 


endeavour ; 


I. . To explain, or illuſtrate, . what 
is included in the two grand branches 
of duty here ſpecified. 


II.. . To ſhow, how far, or in what 
ſenſe, pure and undefiled religion may 
be ſaid to conſiſt in the careful and 
conſcientious performance of them. At- 


er which, I hope, I may, without the 
leaſt cenſure or offence, ſollicit your 
Charitable regards, particularly on be- 
half of the widows, fatherleſs children, 
or orphans of Proteſtant Diſſenting Mini- 


ſters; 
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ers; purſuant to the public notice 
given— I am, 


I.. . To explain, or illuſtrate, what is 
included in the two eminent branches 
of duty here ſpecified. And, on ac- 
count of the more immediate connexion 
which the former will have with the 
concluding part of my diſcourſe, I beg 
leave to conſider a little; 


1.) WHAT is included in keeping 
ourſelves unſpotted from the fleſh. It is E 
neceſſary this be ſettled with ſome ide 
preciſion, in order to guard againſt the 
two extremes of rigid auſterity and 
criminal licentiouſneſs. The wile and 


We 
lan, 
ltes 


benevolent author of our frame has A 
implanted in us no one appetite, pat- E 
ſion, or affection, which we may not, i 
innocently and commendably gratify : x 
and thofe correſponding objects, which * 


he has furniſhed out, are ſo many my þ 


ſtances of his beneficence and liberality. tt 
Common: 


6 04: 


ammon - place declaimers may ha- 
mgue as pathetically as they are able, 
rith perſons of ſober reflexion and ſolid 
ulgment, our conſtitution, as men, 
will fill be matter of gratitude and 
miſe to our maker. Becauſe we may 
ut or drink to excels, is it, therefore, a 
roof of natural depravity that we are 
lable to the ſentations of hunger and 
tif? In juſtice to our creator, we 
mght always carefully to diftingurh 
between nature and Habit; between what 
re are, or what we might have been, con- 
idercd as his workmanſhip ; and what 
me are by complying with wittous ci, 
ms, or excefſrvely indulging our appe- 
tes and paſſions. We are authorized 
0 ay, Every creature of Gop tis good; 1 Tim. iv. 
ad inſtead of being refaſed, ought to ® 
received with Thankſgrvmg. By keep- 
a ourſelves unſpotted from the fleſh, there- 
«me, we are not to underſtand, ſe—- 
uetering ourſelves from the world; 
wtting ourſelves up in cells or mona- 
ſteries; 
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( 12 ) 
ſeries; wearing ſackcloth; trudginf ; 
about barefoot ; abſtemiouſſy refuſing ; 
to gratify the cravings of nature; ol 1 
wich an affected obſtinacy, diſſenting ; 
from the innocent uſages of the ag : 
or country in which we live: but mo 
derating our deſires and gratification | 
by the dictates and preſcriptions of real 5 
{on and religion; guarding againſt ſen :: 
ſuality and intemperance, as injuriou ö 0 
both to body and mind, eſtate and rol of 
putation; keeping ourſelves free fron 
a covetous diſpoſition, as knowing thaf 
it would lead us into many fooliſh an j 
hurtful luſts, and, if indulged, drow 
us, at laſt, in deſtruction and perditionf 
and ſuppreſſing the emotions of prid 
and ambition, as productive of endleſſ 
diſorders and miſchiefs in civil and rel 
gious life. When we ſo enjoy tl 
bounties of providence as to put us nts 
the beſt ſtate for diſcharging our dut 
both to Gop and men, with cheartvl 


neſs and vigor, we act a wile ang 
com 


1 
ging commendable part; we maintain our 
lignity as rational creatures; and gra- 
dually advance in moral excellence, 
which infallibly leads to the moſt ex- 
lied and perfect happineſs : whereas, 
by indulging to ſenſuality, we diſqua- 
fy ourſelves for uſefulneſs ; we darken 
our underſtandings ; we alienate our 
ilections from the moſt worthy and 
noble objects; and become incapable 
& reliſhing thoſe pleaſures which are 
the ſupreme felicity of our nature. But 
go on to conſider the other branch of 
duty here mentioned; vi 


2.) VISITI NG the father 
widows in their affliction. ) No doubt, 
1 of our friends or acquaintance, 
hen under diſtreſs, demand our com- 
ſaſſionate regards. We ſhould weep 
mth them that weep, let their charac- 
er, or circumſtances in other reſpects, 
e what they may. But ftill there may 
e a difference, by reaſon of ſome /pe- 
C cral 
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cial conſiderations, in the objects which 
claim our ſympathetic attention; and 
which may reaſonably juſtify, and 
even claim, more than ordinary degrees 
of compaſſion: and theſe conſiderations 
ſeem to take place in the characters and 
circumſta ces here referred to; for who 
is more worthy to be pitied than one 
deprived of a virtuous and an affec- 
tionate husband? or who more juſtly 
demand our tendereſt regards than they | 
who are bereaved of a kind and an 
indulgent father, upon whoſe applica- | 
tion and induſtry their comfortable | 
ſubſiſtence chiefly depended ? Such i 
complicated diſtreſs muſt move the | 
heart of any one who has not ſhut up ; 
all bowels of compaſſion. He, who 
can ſee, or hear of, the widow and the i 
fatherleſs weeping and deſtitute, la- 1 
menting on account of what they have 
loſt, and dreading what they may here 
after meet with and ſuffe , withou be- 


ing excited to comfort, encourage, and 
relieve 


. 
relieve them, has put off humanity, 
and is worſe than brutiſh. By wi/iting, 
in this place, we are not to underſtand 
2 mere ceremonial addreſs. Formal vi- 
ſitants are always diſagreeable and trou- 
bleſome: but, in fuch a ſituation they 
are a plague and torment; they add 
vexation to grief; and, by their imper- 
tinence, make the heart ſtill more ſad. 
To acquit ourſelves well, in this caſe, 
if we have the privilege of a perſonal 
interview, our converſation ſhould be 
of a chearful and enlivening nature; 
tending to encourage and animate the 
diſconſolate mourners; for, if we in- 
dulge a weak and effeminate ſympathy, 
we ſhall increaſe their ſorrow inſtead of 
adminiſtering conſolation. It may not 
be improper affectionately to remind 
them of Gop's gracious promiſes to 
perſons in their afflicted circumſtances, 
and earneſtly recommend it to them to 
tuſt in him. And we ought, by all 
means, to give them the fulleſt aſſu- 
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rance of our readineſs to adviſe and 


aſſiſt them, as far as we are capable; 


and afford them as early evidence as 
poſſible, that our friendſhip ſurvive | 
their departed head. If they are in 

want, we ſhould grant them a preſent 


ſupply, according as we have it in our 


power; prudently make known their 


diſtreſs to ſuch as Gop has bleſſed with 
riches, and with benevolent generous 
hearts. We ſhould be frequently caſt 
ing about, in what way we may moſt 
effectually befriend them, and let no 
opportunity {lip of promoting their in- 
tereſt. We ſhall act a very friendly 
and charitable part in not intermitting 
our viſits too long; eſpecially while 
their grief is freſh, and a ſenſe of their 
loſs lively. The mind, at ſuch a time, 
is peculiarly apt to brood upon its miſ- 
fortunes ; and the afflicted party too 
prone to indulge to ſolitude and {+ 


lence; or to pore upon ſuch books 3s | 


are of a gloomy melancholy kind, and 
tend 


als 


1 

end rather to ſtupify than inſtruct, to 
lame rather than aſſuage their grief: 
| this we ſhould officiouſly endeavour 
o prevent; and rather obtrude ourſelves, 
han ſuffer them thus to ſink in ſad- 
es; and that though they ſhofild even 
rmonſtrate againſt it; telling them 
rainly, that as we ourſelves are men 
we can't think any thing impertinent 
which humanity requires.“ But, ſup- 
wing we cannot viſit the afflicted fa- 
llerleſs and widows, in perſon, we may 
wntribute to their relief and comfort 
intruſting thoſe, on whoſe care and 
idelity we can ſecurely depend, with 
any ſeaſonable benefactions, which 
mdent benevolence may induce us to 
gant: by which means, though at a 
allance, we may cauſe their hearts to 
ing for joy, chear their drooping ſpi- 
its, and partly diſpel their anxious 
rs; and thus draw down upon our- 
Ares the bleſſing of thoſe, whoſe cars 

never 


' 
Homo ſam : humani nihil a me alienum puto. Teren. 
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3 
never heard us, and whoſe eyes never 
ſaw us. It is with gratitude to Gon 
and men (and particularly to many 
members of this worthy Congregation} 
that I declare, thus publicly, that I have 
often been a witneſs of the happy ef. 
fects of ſuch well-timed beneficencef 
and, with pleaſure, beheld ſome degreg 
of vivacity and chearfulneſs take placg 
of heavineſs and dejection. There 1$ 
a ſecret ſatisfaction in finding ourſelvef 
regarded by our fellow-creatures, : | 
any time; but how inexpreſſibly conf 
ſolatory muſt it be to find ourſelves ſq 
when deprived of our greateſt temporal 
comfort and ſupport! Tears of grati 
tude, ſucceeded by a recollected fram 


of mind, and a reſolution to be adtn 


for ſupporting the fatherleſs, the de E 
pledges of conjugal happineſs, mo 1 
ſignificantly evince how acceptable an 


advantageous ſuch benefactions are. is 
proceed, now, to conſider; 


II. Ho 


=o 


II. . How far, or in what ſenſe, pure 
md undefiled religion may be ſaid to 
onfiſt in the careful and conſcientious 


= xerformance of the two branches of 
id duty, which I have endeavoured to 


aplain. And one general obſervation 
wil ſufficiently determine this, viz.— 
that one or two Capital points of our 


and kindly viſiting the fatherleſs and wi- 
Wi in their aſſliction, do not excuſe us 
tom paying explicit homage to the 
ather of the univerſe, in the ſolemn 
ts of prayer and praiſe, either in 
public or in private: but it is ſup- 
poſed that, where there is a ſincere 
ad ready diſpoſition to theſe duties, 
Ul others will be faithfully and chear- 
fully performed. And, indeed, it is 
lardly conceivable that he, who keeps 
is judgment clear, his paſſions calm, 
ad his affections juſtly balanced; who 


Ho ä cul- 


duty are often put for the whole of 
„it.“ Our keepmg unſpotted from the fleſh, 
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cultivates a humane diſpoſition, and 
frequently performs acts of merey; 
(I ſay, it is hardly conceivable that 
ſuch a man) will be deficient in other 
points; it is not credible that he ſhould} 
negle& thoſe offices of piety (ſtridtly 
ſo called) which are due to Gop; or! 
violate the laws of common juſtice in 
his ordinary dealings with men. We 
are not to conſider this declaration of 
the Apoſtle as a general, comprehenſive] 
definition of rehgion ; but, rather, as 
a criterion or mark, by which we may] 
judge in whoſe breaſt it does reſide. 
However, we ſhould always remember 
that, in order to conſtitute any action 
morally good, it muſt proceed from right 
motives. If we abſtain from ſenſuality 0 
merely through fear of temporal cen- 
{ure and ſhame, with a view to {ave our Nor 
money, or more ſucceſsfully proſecute Wy. 
ſecular buſineſs, and not out of regard as 
of its intrinſic odiouſneſs or the divine} * 


authority which forbids it; our puri 
is 


4) 
3 no better than ſelfiſh policy, or hy- 
ycritical diſguiſe ; for, in fact, we are 
under the dominion of corrupt and 
lebauched affections. In like manner, 
f we viſit the fatherleſs and widow 
o ſave appearances, to prevent cla- 
mour, or gain popular applauſe, with- 
out being moved thereto by ſentiments 
of benevolence and compaſſion, our 10 
ling is ſo far from having any thing 
n it praiſe-worthy, as that it muſt ra- 
tier condemn than recommend us, in 
le judgment of an all- diſcerning mind. 
n ſhort, religion (or, as the ward Se 
lere properly ſignifies, divine worſhip) 
an never be acceptably performed with- 
"ut benevolence of heart: for we know 
that appellation he deſerves who faith, 
le loveth Gop, and hateth his brother, 1 Fohniv, 
berotion without charity is no better 20. 
Man faith without works ; 'tis dead and 
alignificant ; nay, I may add, tis an 
domination unto the Lox. 


D SUFFER 
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SUFFER me, now, to ſollicit your 
charitable regards on behalf of a pa- 
ticular claſs of fatherleſs and widows ; 
viz. thoſe of Proteflant Diſſenting Mini 
ert. But, before I do this, tis but 
reaſonable I give You ſome brief ac- 
count of that ſcheme, to the encou- 
ragement of which your benefactions 
are requeſted. 


Nox of you are ignorant in how 
. poor and deſtitute a ſtate the families 
| of ſuch perſons have been oftentimes 
left: this put us upon propoſing, 
amongſt ourſelves, a ſcheme, by which 
ſome certain proviſion might be made 
for them; and whereby they might 
4 be rendered leſs dependent upon pte. 
. carious, or fluctuating benefactions 
; and an aſſociation was entered into b 
for this purpoſe, at Wooler, in Nor- u 
thumberland, the 6th of July, 1762 » 


= | it was re- conſidered at Alnwick, A of 
| L l 


( 23 ) 
laſt year, when a reſolution was 
formed to put it in execution, Gop 
willing, in May, 1764; to which we 
were encouraged not a little by an an- 
nual benefaction of 40, procured for 
us by the Rev. Dr. CHAN DLER of Lon- 
don, whoſe name I beg leave to men- 
tion with the moſt grateful reſpect. 
The number of aſſociated miniſters, tis 
preſumed will be about forty ; and that 
their ſtated ſubſcriptions, together with 
the fore-mentioned (40, will amount 
to ſomething more than /{ x 00,-,— year- 
v; but of this we cannot yet be cer- 
tain: it is propoſed that this ſum, toge- 
ther with any benefactions with which 
dur friends may favour us, ſhall ac- 
cumulate for the term of four years, 
being put out to intereſt upon ſuch 
tecurity as ſhall be deemed moſt eligible 
by thoſe who are capable of adviſing 
us properly ; after which term, the 
widow, fatherleſs children, or orphans, 
of any miniſter, who became a mem- 
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ber of this aſſociation, agreeably to che 
rules and ſtatutes drawn up and aſſented 
to, ſhall be intitled to a certain annuity, | 
in proportion to the deceaſed miniſter's | 
ſubſcription, as ſpecified and aſcertained | 
in the ſaid rules and ſtatutes. But 'tis dif- 
ficult to ſpeak with preciſion concerning | 
a ſcheme which is thus in its infancy: | 
only I will be bold to ſay, that your 
benefactions ſhall be faithfully and im- 
partially applied to the purpoſes for 
which they are granted; and an ab- 
ſtract of the annual account ſhall be 
given to any benefactor who may de- 
fire it. | 


IT now remains, that I repreſent to WM f 
you the propriery and utility of this WM 
plan; and intreat your generous em 
couragement of it; though I am per- 
ſuaded your own good judgment rem it 
ders the former, in a great meaſure, unne- 
ceflary ; and I might ſecurely rely upon 
your prompt diſpoſition to do good and 


0 
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the v communicate, as to the latter. Give 
ne leave to obſerve 
lity, 
ters 1.) THis ſcheme is manifeſtly cal- 
ned aulated to free miniſters from much 
dit. | miety while they live. It muſt of- 
ing ; en fill their minds with uneaſy ap- 
cy: WM prcbenſions to reflect, that their death 
our WF would leave thoſe who are dependent 
im- ion them in a deſtitute condition; 
for r, at leaſt, reduce them to the ne 
ab- «llity of ſupplicating the charitable 
uiſtance of the well-diſpoſed. They 


muſt view their families with ſecret 
ollicitude, when they conſider them as 
ms continually expoſed to diſtreſs and 
poverty. Such reflexions tend to deject 
heir ſpirits, and diſtract their thoughts; 


ad may uncomfortably affect them 
per- hen they want to be moſt compoſed 
re und recollected. A miniſter, whoſe mind 


s filled with anxious cares, muſt be 
ery unfit either for the ſtudy or the 


purſue 


- —— o 
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Pulpit : thus circumſtanced, he cannot 
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purſue a ſubject with that cloſe appli: 
cation which is requiſite to produce 
a regular and connected compoſition; 
nor appear in public with that chear- 
fulneſs and vivacity which are nece(: 
fary to his conducting public devo 
tion in an acceptable and affecting 
manner. Now, ſome ſmall fable Pro. 
viſion would relieve thera from all 
this uneaſineſs; and enable them to 
maintain that ſerenity of mind which 
is ſo deſirable, and ſo advantageous 
both to themſelves and others.—And 
let it not be inſinuated that, they may 
make ſuch a proviſion out of their 
own ſalaries: for what can be fup- 


poſed to be left out of 30. or 4ol. ff 

5ol. a year, after maintaining a nv} 
merous growing family; and appear Wa 
ing ſomewhat above the rank of the be 
| be 


mere vulgar ? 


2.) HER ERV others will be encou 
raged to prepare for ſucceeding us. 79 


' 


„ 


ee the widows and fatherleſs children 
of miniſters reduced to poverty, is a 
noſt forbidding circumſtance. A man 
my juſtly heſitate about entering upon 
m office, which is attended with only 
: ſcanty ſubſiſtence while he lives; and 
muſt oblige him to leave his family ex- 
poſed to penury and want when he dies. 
Whether this may not be one reaſon 
why ſcarce any are educating, amongſt 
u, for the miniſtry, I ſhall not poſi- 
avely determine: but, beyond all doubt, 
the ſcheme we are now recommending, 
it properly eſtabliſhed and ſupported, 
would be ſome inducement to a dif- 
ferent conduct; ſince young men, tho 
ney could not hope to amaſs a for- 
tune, might aſſure themſelves, that their 
families, ſhould they have any, would 
be taken care of, in caſe they ſhould 
be removed by death. Once more, 


3.) By this plan You will be freed 
rom all private applications on behalf of 
theſe 


( 28 ) 
theſe objects. As things have ſtood, 
ſuch applications have been unavoidz- | 
ble; unleſs we could have been con- 
tent to ſee the widows and fatherleſs | 
children of our deceaſed brethren fink | 
down under their diſtreſs, and periſh | 
through want of even the neceſlaries | 
of life. We thank you, moſt heartily, | 
for your ready and unſollicited beneſi- 
cence, in ſuch preſſing exigencies: but, 
we preſume, we have your conſent to | 
fay,—< tis better to prevent theſe, than 
« to leave things in ſuch a ſtate, as} 
« that, poſſibly, we may be frequently | 
« obliged to renew theſe applications. | 
Finally | 


4.) 'TwiLL be a more ſatisfactory } 
and reputable way of relieving thc 
widows and fatherleſs, we are now} 
ſpeaking of, than that of private con- 
tributions. In the latter caſe, benefict-| 
aries may be apt to think that they, 


who undertake to befriend them, a} 
r emiſs, | 


( 1 


emiſs, and do not cxert themſelves ſo 
much as they might ; that they let op- 
portunities of ſerving them flip ; or, at 
laſt, that they do not make the moſt 
of them: in the former, buſineſs will be 
tranſacted at a ſtated time, and in a 
public manner; exhibitions will be a1- 
certained ; and remittances punctually 
made. Add to this, that relief, thus 
mparted, comes with a better grace 
than if it was a private penſion. As 
miniſters themſelves are to be the prin- 
apal and ſtable ſupporters of it, their 
widows, or fatherleſs children may as 
creditably receive aſſiſtance from this 
fund, as thoſe of any other fraternity 
do from theirs. 


Fax be it from me to divert, or 
ay way diſcourage, your charitable 
iegards, in reference to thoſe of the 
Habliſbed Church: for, though their 
icvenues, taken in groſs, are amply 
ſufficient to anſwer all their exigen- 

BB cies; 
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cies; yet, things remaining as they | 
are, it muſt frequently happen, that 
the widows and fatherleſs children of 
the inferior Clergy will be left in very 
diſtreſſed circumſtances ; and (which is 
no ſmall aggravation of their calamity) Þ 
from appearing almoſt upon a level 
with the more reputable part of their 
pariſhioners, be reduced, nearly, to that 
of the very loweſt. Inſtead of diſcouray- 
ing your liberality, in this reſpect, we 
beg leave to applaud it; as well know- | 
ing that many ſtand in great need of 
ſuch relief; and as being fully fatis- | 
fied that ſuch benefactions are punc- } 
tually and impartially applied to the 
purpoſes for which they are ſollicited | 
and granted; nay, we will not ſcruple 
to add, —< We deem them an indication : a 
« of that truly catholic ſpirit, which it is g 
« the indiſpenſible duty of every chri- WM - 
« tian miniſter to cheriſh and promote. 
We only deſire to ſhare with our bre- 


thren of the Eſtabliſtument in your be- 
neſi- 


WOES 


neficence, in ſuch proportion as to your 
own good judgment ſhall ſeem meet : 
and, as an evidence of our being thus 
liſpoſed, we preſume frankly to de- 
dare, that any aſſiſtance or encourage- 
ment from them, or from any of 
their worthy friends or acquaintance, 
to whom they may be pleaſed to men- 
tion and recommend this ſcheme, ſhall 
be received with peculiar pleaſure, and 
acknowledged with the moſt ſincere 
gratitude and cordial reſpect. 


BuT, without expatiating farther, I 
leave this ſcheme to your candid re- 
lexions and approved generoſity. That 
jou may reap all the happy fruits of 
four Chriſtian beneficence, both here 
and hereafter, Gop of his great mercy 
grant, through JEsus CHRIsH our Lord. 


Amen. 
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Berwick upon Tweed, 20th of July, 1763. 


The Scheme of an Aſſociation for railing 
and ſupporting a Widows Fund, ſettled 
and agreed upon in a Meeting of Proteſ- 
tant Diſſenting Miniſters, at Alnwick, on 
the 14th of June, 1763. 


CHAS: 4 


The Form and Rules of Admiſſion into this Alſo- 


ciation, 


. HIS aſſociation ſhall conſiſt of forty 
Proteſtant Diſſenting Miniſters, and no 


more, all reſiding, at the time of their 
almiſion into this aſſociation, in the counties of 
Nerthumberland, Cumberland, Weſtmoreland, and 
Durham, and the towns of Neweaſtle upon Tyne 
ad Berwick upon T weed. | 


2. Ir any Proteſtant Diſſenting Miniſter, now 
relding within the ſaid counties and towns, - ſhall 
retuſe or neglect to join this aſſociation, and pay 
one year's contribution and collection hereafter- 
mentioned, on or before the firſt Wedneſday of 
May, in the year 1764, ſuch Miniſter ſhall be 
tor ever excluded from this aſſociation. 


3. If 
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3. Ir any Miniſter, who ſhall hereafter be or: 
dained or admitted to the charge of a proteſtant 
diſſenting congregation, within the ſaid counties 
and towns, ſhall refuſe or neglect to join this af: 
ſociation, and to pay one year's contribution and | 
collection within a year after his ordination or ad- 
miſhon, ſuch Miniſter ſhall be for ever excluded 
from this aſſociation. | 


4. WHEN any Miniſter who had been a men: | 
ber of this aſſociation {Hall remove out of the | 
bounds of the ſaid counties and towns, or ſhall 
demit or by any means be diveſted of the charge | 
of a congregation within the faid counties and 
towns; if ſuch Miniſter ſhall continue regularly, | 
during life, to pay yearly into this fund, the fame | 
ſum which he had formerly paid himſelf, toge- | 
ther with an equal ſum in place of the collection 
from his congregation, as alſo ( 1 per annum 
more, in the room of his ſhare of the donation 
hereafter- mentioned, he ſhall ſtill be conſidered 8 
a member of this aſſociation, and his family {hall | 
be entitled to all the advantages ariſing from 
this fund. 


5. Ir on the firſt Wedngſday of May, 1764. 
a greater number than forty Miniſters within the | 
faid counties and towns, ſhall offer to join this a- 
fociation, thoſe Miniſters ſhall be preferably ad. 
mitted who had ſubſcribed the declaration, dated 
at Mooler, July 6th, 1762, and a ſimilar decl | 
ration, dated at Penrith, Auguſt 4th, 1762. 


fr i 
6. I: Y 
A 


C 20-3 


6, Ir on the firſt ZYeane/day of May, 1764, 
« 2t any ſubſequent period, there ſhall not be 
ary Miniſters in the ſaid counties and towns, 
alin and defirous to join this affociation, as 
zany may be admitted from the counties of York 
al Lancaſter as will make up that number. 


7, If any Miniſter, who had been a member 

i this aſſociation, ſhall refuſe or neglect to pay 

iis annual contribution and collection for two years 

acceſhvely into this fund, ſuch Miniſter ſhall be 

ruck out of the number of this aſſociation, and 

is family ſhall not be entitled to any benefit 
om this fund. 


SHARE N 
The Method for raiſing and ſupporting this Fund. | 


HE donation of / 40 per annum, ob- 
tained from the ſociety for the diſtribution 

the Royal Bounty to proteſtant diſſenters ſhall 
e pad, without deduction, into this fund, for the 
qual benefit of all the members of this affociation. 


: THAT the Miniſters of ſmall congregations 
not be diſcouraged from joining this aſſocia- 
n; aud that larger congregations may have an 
pporruniry of doing ſomething better for the fa- 
lies of their own Miniſters, as well as of aſſiſting 
ole of ſmaller congregarions, it is agreed that 
ere ſhall be three different claſſes of annual pay- 
nts into this fund, and conſequently three claſſes 
aennuities to widows and proviſions for orphans, 


3. EvERY 
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3. EvxERVY Miniſter, at his admiſſion into this | 
aſſociation, ſhall declare which of theſe claſſes he 
chooſes, and he ſhall not be allowed afterwards to | 
change the claſs which he has once choſen. 


4. Sucn Miniſters as ſhall make choice of the | 
lowelt claſs ſhall pay I per annum into this fund, | 


5. Sucn Miniſters as ſhall make choice of the 
middle claſs ſhall pay £ 1-10-0 per annum into 
this fund. ö 


6. Sv cn Miniſters as ſhall make choice of the 
higheſt claſs ſhall pay £ 2 per annum into this fund. 


LY 


7. THERE ſhall be one voluntary collection 
yearly in cach congregation, whoſe Miniſter 1s 2 
member of this aſſociation. | 


8, IF the voluntary collection in any congre-| 
gation, in any one year, ſhall not amount to 2 
fum equal to that paid by the Miniſter of the 
ſaid congregation, what is wanting muſt be made 
tp by the ſaid Miniſter, 


9. IF the voluntary collection, in any congre- 
gation, ſhall amount to a greater ſum than that ch 
paid by the Miniſter of the ſaid congregati0", , an 
it is expected and required that the whole ſum f ho 
collected ſhall be paid into the fund, without de- 
duction, for the firſt ſeven years after the com. 05 
mencement of this fund, or until an alteration ſba | 
be made in this particular by a ſubſequent gene- c 
ral mecting. 


gation, 
e ſum 
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n ſhall 
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10. Tur sE contributions and collections ſhall 
be due and payable to the treaſurer of this fund 
the firſt Wedngſday of May yearly. 


CHAP. III. 
The Purpoſes to which this Fund is to be applied. 


I, O defray the expences of management, 
which expences ſhall not exceed ſix- pence 
per pound of the yearly revenues of the fund. 


2. To raifing a certain capital ſtock, to be lent 
out upon good ſecurity, and the intereſt to be 
applied, together with the annual payments, to an- 
ſwer the other purpoſes of the fund. 


z. To afford annuities to the widows and pro- 
riſions for the orphans of the members of this aſſo- 
eation, according to the three following caſes. 


CASE I. hen a Miniſter leaves a widow. 


1. THE widow of each Miniſter, who had made 
choice of the loweſt claſs, ſhall be entitled to an 
annuity of L 12 per annum, during her widow- 


hood, out of this fund. 


2, THE widow of each Miniſter, who had made 
choice of the middle claſs, ſhall be entitled to an 
annuity of J 16 per annum, during her widow. 
hood, out of this fund. 


F 3. Tux 
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TRE widow of each Miniſter, who had made 
choice of the higheſt claſs, ſhall be entitled to an 
annuity of £ 20 per annum out of this fund. 


CASE II. V hen a Miniſter leaves no widow 


but leaves a child or children. 


1. IF a Miniſter leaves only one child, the faid | 


child ſhall be entitled to receive out of this fund 
a ſum of money equal to five years annuity, which 


the widow of ſuch Miniſter would have been en- 


titled to. 


2. Ir a Miniſter leaves two children only, the 
ſaid children ſhall be entitled to receive out of this 
fund a ſum of money equal to ſeven years annuity, 
which the widow of ſuch Miniſter would hare 
been entitled to; which ſhall be equally divide! 


between them, 


2. IF a Miniſter leaves three children, the | 


ſaid children ſhall be entitled to receive out 0! 


this fund, a ſum of money equal to nine yea!s | 


annuity, which the widow of ſuch miniſter would 
have been entitled to; which ſhall be equally dr 
vided among them. 


4. Is a Miniſter leaves four children or up- 


wards, the ſaid children ſhall be entitled to receive | 
out of this fund, a ſum of money equal to ten 
years annuity, which the widow of ſuch Minz 


iter would have been entitled to; which ſhall be 
equally divided among them, 


CASE | 
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CASE III. viz. Fhen a Miniſter leaves a 
widow and children, and the ſaid widow does 
not ſurvive or continue a widow ten years after 
the ſaid Mimiſter's death, and at her death 


or marriage there remains child or children of 


the ſaid Miniſter under the Age of fifteen. 


Ix this third caſe, the faid child or children 
hall be entitled to receive out of this fund, the 
remainder of the ten years annuity of their father's 
widow, Provided always, that no one child ſhall 
receive above five years annuity, no two children 
above ſeven years annuity, in any caſe. 


Tux annuities payable to widows, and the pro- 
fizons to orphans, out of this fund, ſhall be ſub- 
ect to the following reſtrictions and regulations. 


1. IF any member of this aſſociation, ſhall die 
belore he has paid one years contribution and 
collection, his family ſhall receive no benefit from 
tis fund. 


2. Ir any member of this aſſociation, leaving 
vidow or children upon this fund, ſhall not have 
paid into this fund, before his death, a ſum 
<qual to four years annuity of his widow ; what is 
ranting to make up that ſum ſhall be deducted 
tom his widow's annuity or childrens proviſions. 
Provided always, that no more than one half be de- 
ducted from any widow's annuity in any one year. 


3- WHATEVER ſhall be due by any member 
of this aſſociation to this fund, at his death, 


F 2 {hall 
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ſhall be deducted from his widow's annuity or 
childrens proviſions. | 


4. THz annuities of widows upon this fund, 
ſnall commence, or begin to be computed from 
the firſt term of Martinmas or Whitſunday, af- 
ter the death of their reſpective husbands, and ſhall 
be payable yearly at the term of //h:t/unday. 


5. TRE proviſions for orphans out of this fund 
ſhall be payable ar the firſt term of Yhitfunday, 
which ſhall happen one full year after their fi 
ther's death, and ſhall be regulated by the num- 
ber of orphans in a family at the time of pay- 


ment. The truſtees ſhall have a power, in par- 


ticular caſes, to pay as much of the ſaid proviſions, 
as they ſhall think neceſſary for the immediate 
ſupport of the orphans, until the whole ſhall be- 
come payable. 


6. ALL payments out of this fund ſhall be 


made without deduction, fee, or perquiſite. 


CH AE 19, 


Regulations to be obſerved in the Management | 


this Fund. 


T, | HIS preſent general meeting of Mini- 
| ſters at Alnwick, this 14th of Jun, 
1763, ſhall be conſidered as the firſt general meet- } 
ing of this affociation ; the tranſactions of this 


meęting ſhall be inſerted in the books and = 
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ters of this aſſociation, and be held and eſteemed 
a; the tranſactions of the whole aſſociation. 


2. Tur this aſſociation ſhall be known and 
iſinguiſhed by rhe name, ſtile, or title of THE 
ASSOCIATION of PROTES TAN T DI>- 
ENTING MINISTERS IN THE NORTH 
OF ENGLAND FOR A WIDOWS FUND, 


z. THE next general meeting of this aſſoci- 
on is hereby appointed to be at Alnwick, on the 
irt Wedneſdday of May, 17 64. 


4. ALL Proteſtane Diſſenting Miniſters in the 
fore mentioned counties and towns, who are wil- 
lng and defirous of joining in this aſſociation, are 
earneſtly entreated to be perſonally preſent at that 
next general meeting, if poſſible. Bur if any who 
ere willing to join in this affociation cannot be 
perſonally preſent at that meeting, they are de- 
ſred to give a written Proxy to ſome of their 
brethren, to act and ſubſcribe in their names. 
duch Miniſters within the ſaid counties and towns 
8 ſhall not be preſent, either in perſon or by 
proxy, at the ſaid next general meeting, ſhall be 
tr ever excluded from this aſſociation. 


F. ALL the Miniſters, who ſhall be preſent 
in perſon or by proxy, at the ſaid next general 
meeting, and ſhall join in this aſſociation, ſhall 
aitantly pay to the treaſurer of this fund one 
jear's contribution for themſelves, and one year's 
collection of their reſpective congregations. 


6. THAT at the ſaid next general meeting the 
2:mbers of this aſſociation ſhall chooſe a compe- 
tent 
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tent number of truſtees, together with a clerk | 


and treaſurer for the management of this fund, 


7. THAT a power, authority and commiſſion, # 


written upon ſtamped paper or parchment, and 


ſubſcribed by all the members of this aſſociation, 
{hall be given to the ſaid truſtees; to receive the 
contributions, collections, donations, and all money 


payable to this fund; to lend out the ſtock and 
capital of this fund upon good ſecurities, at an 


intereſt not under 4 per cent. per annum, taking 


the bonds and ſecurities in their own names, as 


truſtees for this aſſociation; to pay the proviſions 1 
to orphans, and annuities to widows, and all other 
juſt demands upon this fund; and in a word to | 
do every thing that may be found neceſſary to the 


advantageous management of this fund. 


8. Tus E truſtees ſhall ſerve during the plea- 
ſure of this aſlociation, and until they receive | 
regular diſcharge or diſmiſſion from this truſt. | 
They ſhall ſerve without fee, perquiſite, or re- 
ward, excepting their neceſſary expences in the | 
diſcharge of this truſt, which ſhall be defrayed | 


out of this fund. 


9. THESE truſtees ſhall lay their Books, ac- 


compts, ſecurities, and all other papers before 


every general mecting, and ſubmit them to their | 
examination. They ſhall alſo receive ſuch inſtruc- | 


tions and directions in writing from the ſaid meet- 
ings as they ſhall think fit to give, for the future 
management of this fund; to which directions and 
inſtructions they ſhall conform themſelves. 


10, THERE | 


_— 
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10. THERE ſhall be a fair ſtate of this fund 
made out by the truſtees, and laid before every 
general meeting; which (when examined by the 
general meeting, and atteſted by their moderator) 
{all be printed. One copy of which ſtate ſhall be 
zen to each member of this affociation, and one 
v each congregation ; copies of it ſhall be alſo ſent 
v the managers of ſuch funds, and to ſuch parti- 
ahr perſons as ſhall in any way contribute to the 
lpport of this fund. 


11, THE truſtees ſhall have power to chooſe 
heir own chairman, to appoint the times and places 
«their own meetings. Only they ſhall have one 
roular ſtated meeting yearly, on the firſt Tuęſday 
« May, at the place where the general meetings 
[all be held. To this meeting all who have any 
caims upon the fund ſhall make application. At 
is meeting the truſtees ſhall make out a liſt of all 
te widows and orphans who ſhall have juſt claims 
won this fund, and ſhall give a written order, 
uſcribed by all the truſtees preſent, to the trea- 
urer for their payment. 


12. ONE half of the whole number of truſ- 


es muſt be preſent at every meeting, or no buſi» 
nels ſhall be done. 


13. THE books of the truſtces ſhall be open 


a all convenient times to the inſpection of all the 
members of this aſſociation. 


F I N 1 F. 


